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4 Con. x. 4. 


Bris wing into Captivity every Thooght 


to the Obedience of Chrif. 


I. T will GOD ſo en oht 
24925 into Captivity to the G of Chr, 


that no wen Fas Theught will find a 


$7 Þ tro Place in the Mind, even while we 


remain in the Body? So ſome have 


vehemently maintained : Yea, have affirmed, that 


none are perfectad in Love, unleſs they are fo far 
perfected in Underſtanding, that all tuandering 

Thoughts are done away : Valet not only every 
Affection and Temper, be holy, and juſt, and 


good, but every individual Thought which ariſes 
in the Mind, be wiſe and regular. 


2. This is a Queſtion of no ſmall Importance. 
For how many 1 thoſe who fear GOD, yea and 
love him, perhaps with all their Heart, baye been 
greatly diſtreſt on this Account? How many, by 
not underſtanding it right, have not only been 
diſtreſt, but greatly hurt in their Souls ? Caſt into 
unptofirable, yea, miſchievous Reaſonin 5 ſueh 


as flackened their Motion towards D, ad . 1 


weakened them in running the Race ſet before © 
them. Nay many, thro' Miſa prꝛhenſi ons of this 


Youu: Apis, have caſt N the precious Giſt of 
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G0D ? They have ders induced firſt to doubt of, 
and then to deny the Work GOD had — in 


| 85 Souls; and hereby have 2 the Spirit of 


OD, "til he withdew and laßt them in utter 


knels. 
8 3. How is it then, that amidft the Abundance 
of Books which have been Jately publiſhed almoſt 


on all Subjects, we ſhould hu none upon Wan- 


dering Thoughts? At leaſt none that will at all 
Tory. a N and ſerious Mind ? In orger to do 
bis n. 1 purpoſe to enquire 4 


1. What are the ſeveral Sorts of wandering | 
_-* AAhovghts? _ | 
# W 2 att the General G of them ? 
I. Which of them are ſinful, and which not ? 
Ys Winch of them we may 2 and pray to 


i JE Heldiere9 dm? Tis 

(( £9 car ohe 
ſeperal Sorts bf wandering Thoughts? The parti- 
q . cular Sorts ate innumetable; but in general, they 


4 5 ane of Jo Sorts, "Thoughts that wander from 
O, and Thoughts that wander from the- parti- 
» | cular Po ont we havein Hand. 
3 = 2- Wich regard to the Fae; all c our Fhoughts 
Y ' are naturally of this Kind. For they are continu- 
- ally; wandeting from GOD :: We think nothing 
© about hini. G0 is not in all our Thoughts: 
® _ We as one and all, as the Apoſtle obſerves, 
e O in the Harld. We think of what we 
laqe: But we do nat leve GOD: Therefore we 
1 5 — think not. of him. Or if we are now and then 
Conſtrained to think of bim for a Time, yet as 2 
a8 t. 2 
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Fhoughts are not only infipid, dut diſtaſteful and. 


irkſome to us, we drive them out as ſoon as we 
dan, and return to what we love to think of, So 
that the -World and the Things of the World, 


what we ſhall eat, what we ſhall drink, what we - 
ſhall put on: What we ſhall ſee, what we ſhall 
hear, what we fhall gain; How we ſhall pleaſe 
our Senſes or our Imagination, takes up all aur 
Time, and engtoſſes all aur Thought. 80 long 
therefore as we love the World, that is, ſo long 
as We are in our natural State, all our Thoughts, 
from Morning to Evening, and from Evening to 


Morning, are no other than wandering Thoughts. 


3. But many Times we are not Sally without 


| GOD ia the Warld, but alſo fighting gain, bim: 


Asitheie is in every Man by Nature a carnal Mind 
which is Enmitꝝ againſi GOD ; no wonder therefore 
that Men | abound, with unbeliging Thoughts: 


| Either ſaying in their Hearts there is flo GON, 


or queſtioning, if not denying his Power or Wiſ- 


dom, his Mercy, or Juſtice, or Halineſs. No. 
wonder, that they ſo often doubt of his Provi- 


dence, at leaſt, of its extending to all Events; Ot 


rhat even tho they allow it, they ſtill entertain 
murmuring or refining Vhoughts., Neatly related, 
to theſe and frequently connected with them, are 
proud and vain Imaginations. Again: Sometimes 


they are taken up with azgry, malicitus or revenge= 
ful Thoughts: Ar other Times, with. airy Scenes 


of Pleaſure, whether of Senſe or Imagination, 
 Whereby. the. earthy ſenſual Mind, becomes, more 


earthly and ſenſual ſtill. Now by all theſe, the, 


make flat War with GOD ;. thele are. wandering 4 


hes of the nighelt Kind. 
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4. Widely different from theſe are the other Sort | 
of wandering - Thoughts': In which the Heart does 
not wander from GOD, but the Underſtanding 
wanders, from the Partigular Point it had then in 
View. For Inſtance: I fit down to conſider thoſ : 
Words in the Verſe preceding the Text, The Nea. 
pant of our WVarfare are not carnal, but mighty thro 
.GOD. T think, This ought to be the Cafe with 
all that are call'd Chriftians. But how far is it 
otherwiſe ? Look round into almoſt every Part of 
what is termed the Chtiſtian World ! What Man- 
ner of Weapons are theſe uſing ? In what Kind of 
Warfare are ney engaged, 


« While Men, like Fiends, each Scher tear | 
In all the uin Rage of War! 75 | 


| Fee how theſe Chyzftians love one Wer 1 Where- 
in are they preferable to Turks and Pagans? 
What Abomination can be found among Maho- 
metans or Heathens, which is net found among 
Chriſtians alſo? And thus my Mind runs © 
before I am aware, from one Circumſtance to a. 
_ Now all theſe are in ſome Senſe wandering 
oughts. For altho they do not wander from 
665. much leſs fight againſt him, yet they do 
22 from the particular Point 1 1 in View. N 


2 


u. doch js the Nature, ſuch are the Sorte (to 
peak rather uſefully, than philoſopbically) of 
wandering Thoughts. But what are the General 
Seien of — 5 This we. ate, in the ſecond 

Jace t6 conſider. 

1. And it is eaſy to ede that the C Occaſion 
« mu road Sort of Thoughts which oppoſe 
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0 from GOD, are in . ſinful Te 


pers. For Inftance. Why & not GOD in all * 
Though... in any of the Thoughts of a natural. 
Man ? For a plain Reaſon : Be he rich or poor, 

learned or unlearned, he is an Atheiſt; 'tho? not 
vulgatly fo called, be neither knows nor loves. 
GOD. Why are his Thoughts continually 


wandering after the World? Becauſe he is an 


Idolater. He does not indeed Worſhip an I- 
ma e, or bow down to the Stock of a Tree: 


Yet is he ſunk into equally damnable Idolatry : 


He loves, that is, worfhips the World. He ſeeks. 
Happineſs in the Things that are ſeen, ih the 


Pleaſures that periſh in the uſing. Why, is it 


that his e are perpetually wandering. 


from the very End of by 1 the Know- 


7 of G00 in 1 10 5 he is an 
8 10 


Un eliever; ; becauſe he aith, or at leaſt, 
no. more than a Del. 80 al theſe wandering. 


Thoug hts e aſily and naturally ſpring from chat ix 


evil Robt of nbelief. 


2. The Caſe is the ſame * other Fe | 


Pride, Anger, Revenge, Vanity, Luſt, Covetouſ- 


able to their” own Nature. And ſo does every lin- 
ful Temper, „of which the human Mind i is capable. 
The Particulars. it is - hardly poſſible, nor 18 it 
needful to enumerate. It Tales to obſerye,, that 
3 many evil Tempers. as. find à Place in any, Soul, 

b. many Ways bay" Wo, will part; fro 
Sy D, by the woilt Kind of ' wahder 


| Fog Thoughts, are exceeding. various. 1923 


* 42 4 924 


2 58 between 


neſs, every one of them occaſion Thoughts ſuit⸗ 


105 1 | 

© ö 
"7 ho Occaſions of che Eher Kind of PTY fi 
des of em are occaſioned, by the Natural Union: 
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* 27 1 , 


ILY ihe. Soul BY dy." | "Bow: 1 


ls and how deeply is the Dl affected by 


7 12 Body ! Let but the Blood move irregu- 
lar 


| in the Brain, and all regular Thinking, 1 is at 
an End. Raging Madneſs enſues, and then fare- 
wel to all 22 of Thought. Yea, let only 


the Spirits be hurried or agitated to a certain De- 


gree, and a Temporary Madneſs, a Delirium pre- 


| vents all ſettled Thought. And is not the fame 


Irregulatity of Thought in a Meaſure occaſioned 


| mam 


more or leſs, at all Times, even in a State of per- N 
Fea Health. Let a Man be ever ſo healthy, he will. 
be more or leſs Delirious, every four · and. twenty 


8 aſter of his own Thoughts, or able to preſerve 
REO: 45 


Bu every nervous Diſerder? So does the corruptible 

w = 7 down the Saul and cauſe it to muſe about 
unes. 

4. But does it only cauſe this i in the Time of 

Sickneſs, of preternatural Diſorder? Nay, but 


Hours. For does he not fzep ? And while he 
+ ups, is he not liable to dream ? And who then is 


and Conſiſtency of them? Who can 
then keep them fixt to any one Fauſt, or prevent 
_ wandering from Pole to Pole A 
5. But ſuppoſe we are awake, are we „ 
2 ake, that we can ſteadily. 3 our Thoughts? | 
Ke be not anavoidably.expoſed to contrary Ex- 
ttemes, by the very Name of this. Machine, the 
Dody? Sometimes Mer too b:avy, too dull and 
| Knguid, to purſue ai of Thought. mew) 


tinte, on the other 1 we are too lively. 


mation, without Leave, ſtarts to and fro“, gr 
. carties, us away, hither and thither, whether we 
Wil or no: And all this, from the merely natural 
| Motion * the Spirits, or Vibration of the ws 
ar; 


Farther How Sen Wanderin of Thoug bt 
may ariſe; fföm thoſe! various Aſſociations 91 8 dur 
Ideas, hien ate made entire y without our 
Knowledge 2 independently ort our Choice? 
How th Connexions are formed we cannot tell: 
But they ate formed in a thouſand different Man- 
ners. Nor is it in 'the Power of the wifeſt or holieſt 


of Men, to break thoſe Aſſociations, or to pre- 


vent what is the neceſſary Conſequence of them,, 
and Moetter of :daily Obſervation. Let the Fire 
but touch one End of the Train, and it immediately 
runs on to the other. 
7. Once 2 us fix aur Attention as Ru- 
dioufly as we are on any Subjekt, yet let either 


and it will demand our immediate Attention, 


L the ſicadieft Chntemplation,” and divert the val 
y from its favourite Subject. 1 

e 8. Theſe Occaſtens o wanderjn 
is lie within, are wrought | to put very 


jpg Though 


ature. 


ve they will likewiſe ra 2 and W ky 
of tward Objett Fo. ; 


an. from the various Impul 
nt Whatever ſtrikes upon the Organ of Senſe, the 

Eye or Ear, will raiſe a Preception in the Mind. 
40 WM And accordingly, whatever we ſee or hear, will 
ts? break in upon our former Train of Thought. 
% Every Man therefore that does any Thing in our 


Point it was thinking of before. 


dene 


Fe 


| Pleafeere or Pain ariſe, eſpecially if it be Ing, 
„ attach our Thought itſelf. ” It will inter = 


ſiͤns our Mind to wander more or leſs. from the 


9. And there is n o Queſtion but thoſe evil 8 x 
rits, who are continually ſeeking whom they may de» 
| wank Ho Uſe of all the fore ding Occatiany;” to. 
* dfiraQ o our 3 Nin by one. 
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_ harraG, and perplex us, and fo far as OD poke, | 
interrupt our Thoughts, particularly when they 
are en on the Subjects. Nor. is this 


all ſtrange: Tbey well underſtand the v 
of Thought, and know on which Xa aly 


Organs, the Imagination, the Unde 
every other Faculty of the Mind more oe een 
. And hereby they know, how by 
thoſe Organs, to affect the ow by. of: 
dependent on them. Add to this, that they can 
ia a thouſand Thoughts, without any of the 
preceding Means : It being as;qatural for Spirit 
to a upon. Spirit, as for Matter to act upon 
Mater. Theſe Things being conſidered, we 


clnnot admire, that our ht ſo often wan 
6 Point which we * in View. 


3 1. What Kind of v g Thoughts 
aro ſinful, and what not, is the me thing to 
8 Inquire i into. And firſt, All thoſe Thoughts 
Which wander from GOD, which leave him no 
Room in our Minds, are undoubtedly ſinful. 
For all theſe imply practical Atheiſm, and by 
theſe we are without GOD in the World, And 
fo much more are all thoſe which are 282 to 
GOD, which imply Oppoſuion or Eumity to him. 
Such are all murmuring diſcontented Thoughts, 
which ſay in Effect, We will not have Thee to rule 
cer us: All unbelieving Thoughts, whether with 
| Regard to his Being, his Attributes, . or his Pro- 
vidence. ' I mean his particular Provillence over all 
"Things as well as all Perſons in the Univerſe : 
 'That'without which nat @ Sparrow falls Ground, 
mp 2 * Hairs * our Head are * tur mel. 


For 


| . as to a 3 (vu gage bs alle) : 
diſtinguiſhed from a Particular, it is onl 
-ſounding . which means ful 


p rm > 
Ws ah Though uts which fpring "from 
aof . are undoubtedly ſinful. Such, 

for Inſtance, ate thoſe that ſpring fry a revenge- 
ful Temper, from Pride, or Luſt, or Vanity. 

An cuil Tree cannot 2 forth good Fruit. 'There- 

as, if the Tree be ſo muſt the. Fruit be 

3. Ahd ſo muſt "thoſe be, which either produce 
or feed any finful Temper: 1 which either 

give riſe to Pride or Vanity, to Anger or Love of 

the World, or confirm and increaſe theſe or any 
other unholy Temper, Paſtion, or Affection, Far 
not only Whatever flows from Evil is Ev but 
' *alfo whatever leads to it; whatever tends to ali- 
enate the Soul from GOD, and to make or keep | 

it 7. » ſenſual, and deviliſßb. 
ence even thoſe Thoughts whicti a are. Seca 3 

Ke by Weakneſs or Diſeaſe, by the natural 3 

Mechaniſm of the Body, or by the Lays of vital © © 

Union, however innocent they may be in them- | 
ſelves, wa nevertheleſs become ſinful, when they 
3 7 oduce or cheriſh and increaſe in us any 
emper : Supx poſe the Deſire- of the Fleſh, 

he Pepe of the Eye, or the Pride of Life, In 
like Manner the wandering Thoughts which are 
eccafioned, by the Words or Actions of other 

Men, if they cauſe or feed any wrong Diſpoſition, - 
then commence finful. ' And the ſame we may 
obſerve of thoſe which are ſug eſted or N by 
the Devil. When they miniſter to any carthly or 
n e * * . whi never we 
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td lem, und e Gk them Fu 
owl) rf are eq tiall 11155 with the Teti- 
Pow whit they hoe er. 
Zut abſtracting from theſe Caſes, wihdering 
oughts, in the latter Senſe of the Word, that 


t; % + whetein our Underſtanding wanders, 


From the Point it Has in View, ars nd more ſinful 
that the Mere of Blood in our Veins, or of the 


| Bo in gur Brain, if they ariſe from am infitm 


niſtitutton, or from fome accidental Weakneſs 
or Diſtemper, they are F as i, is to have 
a weak Corftirution, or à difteripered: Body. And 
Kitely ne one doubts but a” "bad State of erves, 


2 Ferer of any Kind; and either a tranſient or 


u laſting 2 5 may conſiſt with perfect In- 
13 if tliey ſhould” arife in a Soul 
which 18 ite to an healthful e either 
ftöm the natütal Union between the ody 


$681, or fort any of ten . thouſand- Ch Chan 1 


which may occur in thoſe Or 55 of the | 
dy, Wat miniſter to Thought : In any of the 
les they ate as perfectly e as the Cauſes 


2 from "which they ſpring: And fo they are hen 


ſpring 50 the caſual, | involuntary 4 'Aﬀſoct- 


ations of our Ideas. 


5. If our Thbughts Halder from t Mem» kein 


> | : we* Had in View, by Means of other 
1 rivully affecting our "Scaſts, they are nll 10 in, 


nocent till: For it is no more a Sin, to 85 


AGerftand what'T ſe and he ar, — 4 in N e 
1 


ſes > help, Seeing, Hearin 
145 g., tian it is to have 

But if_ the Deviti injects 1 ape. Hark 
ate not” thoſe Thou 12 Evil hey are trou- 
b clone, and in cat Senſe Evil” but * are 


N * 


Wai 


2 band. L %% not know that n : 
Lord 3 audible Voice 3 perhaps he ſpoke by 
his Heart only, when he ſaid, A h Things evil 
1. give ae, If the wilt fall doun and wor/hbip me. 


But whether he ſpoke inwardly or outwardly, our. 
Lord doubtleſs underftond what he  faid. "He 
had therefore a Thought correſpondent to thoſe 
Words. But was it a finful Thought? We know 
it Was not. In him was no Sin, either in Action. 
or Word, or Theugbt. Nor is there any Sin. 
in a thouſand Thoughts of the ſame Kind, which 
Satan may. inje& into any of our Lord's Followers. 
„It follows, that none of theſe wanderi 
Thoughts (whatever unwary Perſons have 76 
_ thereby grieving whom the Lord had not grieved). 
are inconſiſtent: with perfect Love. Indae if 
they were, then not only ſharp Pain, but Sleep.” 
itfelf would be ineonſiſtent with it: Sharp Pain; for 
whenever this ſupervenes, whatever we were be- 
fore Thinking of, it will interrupt our Thinking, 
| and of Courſe draw our Thoughts into another: 
Channel: Vea, and dleep itſelf, as it is. a State 
of Inſenfibility and Stupidity: And ſuch as is ge- 
ord mixt with Thoughts wanderiag over he 
tth,. looſe, wild and incoherent. Vet certain“ 
ly theſs are conſiſtent with perfet Love : . 80 _ 
are all wandering Thoughts of this Kind. ag 


IW. 1. From what: has been- 1 it . | 
ealy to give a clear Anſwer to the laſt Queſtion,. 
What Kind of wandering Tboughes we may ex- 
pect and pray to be delivered from); | 
From the former Sort of wandering Thoughtty. 
thoſe wherein the Heart. wanders fem GOD 3- 
from- all that are contrary to his Wil, or that 
leave us without GOD i in the World, every one 
Ret is ee ia tg. is urqueAionably de- 
B E livered.. Tee - 
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Uvered.” "Tis is Dates n we may ex- 
3 This we may, we ought to pray for. 
andering \Thoughts of this Kind imply Un- 
belief, if bot Enmity againſt GOD. But both 
of theſe He will deſtroy, will bring utterly: to an 
End. And indeed, from all ſinful wandetin 
Thoughts we ſhall 'be abſolutely delivered. All 
that are perfected in Love are delivered from theſe; 
elſe they were not ſaved from Sin. Men and 
Devils will tempt them all manner of Ways. © But 
they cannot prevail over them. | 

2. With Regard to the latter Sort of wandering 
Thoughts, the Caſe is widely different. *Till the 
"Cauſe is removed, we cannot in Reaſon expect 
the Effect ſhould ceaſe. But the Cauſes or Oc- 
eaſions of theſe will remain, as long as we remain 
mn the Body. So long therefore we have all Reaſon 
to believe, the Effects will remain alſo. 

3. To be more particular. Suppoſe a” Soul, 
| however holy, to dwell in a diſtemper'd Body. 
Suppoſe the rain be fo throughly uiſordered, as 
that raging Madneſs follows: Will not all the 
"Thoughts be wild and unconnected, as long as 
that Diſorder continues? Suppoſe a Fever occaſi- 
ons that temporary Madneſs, which we term à De- 
— lirium, can there be any juſt Connection of 
3 till that Delirium is removed? Ves, 
ſuppoſe what is called a Nervous Diſorder, to 1iſe 

ay high a Degree, as to occaſion at leaſt a partial 
| Math, will there not be a thouſand wanderirg 
Though? And muft not theſe jiregular Thoughts 
Continue, as long as the Piſorder which occaſions 
dem; 8 a 

4. Will not the Caſe be the e with: Regard 
to thoſe Thoughts that neceſſarily ariſe from vio- 
lent Pain? They will, more or less, continue 
ile that Pain een by the zan WOE, 
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of Nature. This Order likewiſe will obtain, 
where the Thoughts are diſturbed, broken or in- 

terrupted, by any Defect of the Apprehenſions, 

Judgment or Imagination, flowing from the natu- 

ral Conſtitution of the Body. And how many In- 

terruptions may ſpring from the unaccountable and 

involuntary Aﬀociation of our Ideas? Now all 

theſe are directly or indirectly cauſed by the corrup- 
tible Body preſſing down the Mind, Nor there- 
fore can we expect them to be removed, till zhzs 


Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption. : „ 
5. And then only, when we lie down in the 
| Duſt, ſhall we be delivered from thoſe wandering” 
Thoughts which are occaſioned by what we fee 
and hear, among thoſe by whom we are now ſur- 
rounded. To avoid theſe we muſt go out of the 
. World: For as long as we remain therein, as long as 
there are Men and Women round about us, and we 
? have Eyes to ſee and Ears to hear, the Things, 


. which we daily ſee and hear, will certainly affect 1 
is . our Mind, and will more or leſs, break in upon A 
e and interrupt our preceding Thoughts. 1 1 
as 6. And as long as evil Spirits roam to and fro' in * 
- 2 miſerable, diſordered World, fo long they will 1 
e- aſſault (whether they can prevail or no) every In- _— 
of habitant of Fleſh and Blood. They will trouble = 
a, even thoſe whom they cannot deſtroy: They wilt 

ile attack if thy cannot conquer. And from theſe At- 

ial tacks of our reſtleſs, unwearied Enemies, we muſt 

vg not look for an entire Deliverance, till we are 


x 


ns WM the Weary are at refl. 3 BE 
f 7. To ſum up the Whele. To expect Delive- 
Trance from thoſe wandering Thoughts. which are 


bis lodged where thelVi:ked ceaſe from troubling, and where 


10- occaſioned by evil Spirits, is to expect that the De- 

nue vil ſhould die or fall aſleep; or at leaſt ſhould no — 

27 WH more go about as a roaring Lion. To expect 
a 8 1 eee I 


_ Deliverance 
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Fin from thoſe which are n 

bo either that Men ſhould - 
teaſe from the Earth; or that we ſhould: be-abſo- 
lutely ſecluded from them; and have. no-Imtercoirſe 
with them: Or that having Eyes we ſhould not 
ſee, neither heat with our Ears, but be as ſenſeleſs 


other Men, is to expect 


us Stock or Stones. And to pray for Delive- 


france from thoſe Which are occaſioned by theBady, 
is in Effect to pray that we may leave the Body. 


Ocherwife it is praying for ] Impoffibilities and Ab. 
ſrdities ; praying that GOD would * reconcile 


Contradictions, by continuing our Union with a 


5 5 Sorruptible Body, without the natural, neceſſary 


Lonſequences of that Union. It is as if we ſhould 
pray to be Angels and Men, mortal and immortal 
t che fame Time. Nay, but when that which is 
Wegen is come, Mortality is done-away. 

8: Rather let us „ both bs the Spiele and 
3 the Underſtanding, that all theſe Things may 
unt gelber fer our god: That we may falfer all 
mes of our Narure, all the Interruptions of 
Men, all the Affults and Suggeſtions of evil 
© Spitirs, and in all be more than Conguerers. Lei us 

ray, I bat we may be delivered from all Sin, 
5 both Root and Branch may be deſtroyed; 
at we may be cleanſed from all Pollution e % "Fleſh ara 
X from every evil Temper and \W ord. and 
ork : That we may. lebe the! Lord cw GOD 
with all ur Heart; with allow Mind, and with ai, aur 


Wy! el and with alt bur. Sit ength : 'F hat all be Fruit 


f the Hirit may be found. in us ; not only Love 


1 1 Jey, e, 3. but alſo Leng fuffering, Genllerfs 

Seca Fidelity, Merinejs, 7 enit.erance. Pia 

tttat all 40% Things may flour i and abennd, ma 
FEY We in you more and more, 10l an abunda 


© Entrance. be mi "Top unto you „ iuio the evorla lit 
on. on our LORD JESUS GRE. 4. 
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